FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
North South Foundation Announces Educational Contests for Indian-American Children in Auburn
Auburn, February 9, 2010: Anyone watching Teen Jeopardy or the Scripps Spelling Bee on TV will remember the strong presence of Indian American students at these events. Last year, Kavya Shivashankar from Olathe, Kansas, won the Scripps Spelling Bee championship. A year before, Sameer Mishra from West Lafayette, Indiana, took the trophy home. Anurag Kashyap won not only the Spelling Bee but also Jeopardy. Strikingly, these contestants have one common theme—they all have an association with NSF, the North South Foundation.

NSF was established in Illinois, in 1989, by Drs. Ratnam Chitturi, and N Bhaskar Rao as a non-profit organization that provided scholarships to needy students in India.  In 1993, Dr. Murali Gavini saw an opportunity to expand the scope and foster educational excellence among students of Indian origin in the United States of America. Thus began the now well-known annual contests such as the Spelling Bee, Math Bee, Geography Bee, and other events organized by the Foundation for nearly 18 years.

Continuing the annual tradition of conducting the competitions, the Auburn-based North South Foundation has announced the schedule of its regional contests for 2010. These contests will be held on May 1, 2010, at the Kumon Math and Reading Center, Opelika, leading up to the National Finals on August 21 and 22, at Rowan University, Glassboro, New Jersey. 

NSF educational contests begin at local chapters. At the regional level educational contests are held in Spelling, Vocabulary, Math, Geography, Essay Writing, Public Speaking, and Science.  “Catch them young” is a fitting slogan for NSF as they have students participating at an early age, with Junior, Intermediate, and Senior segments to most contests.  Students in grades 1 to 8 are eligible to participate in these contests except for Essay Writing and Public Speaking. Essay Writing is held for students in grades 3 to 12, and Public Speaking for grades 6 to 12. High School students are also eligible to participate in Brain Bee, a contest about neuroscience and brain disorders. Brain Bee is conducted only at the National Finals.
The National Finals are usually held at prestigious universities within the United States of America, giving students and parents the opportunity to visit various centers of learning, and be inspired academically. In previous years, National Finals have been held at MIT, Northwestern University, Ohio State University, and the University of Maryland, among other well-known institutions.  This year, NSF is hosting the Finals at Rowan University, New Jersey.

NSF offers material for preparation on its website. Additionally, many NSF chapters also conduct workshops prior to the contests to raise awareness among parents. Anya’s mom who attended the Spelling Bee workshop says: “The workshops are very beneficial and held in a very encouraging atmosphere. Kids are already learning not just the rules of the Spelling Bee contests and how to participate, but also valuable tips on the English language, on how to rely on word patterns and word origins, rather than by rote learning of spellings.” The Auburn regional workshop will be held on March 6, 2010. 

Contestants are grouped into various levels depending on their grade level to ensure that the difficulty of the test is proportionate to the student’s level. All students are awarded certificates and participation ribbons for all contests. At the regional level, depending on the number of participants for the specific contest, the first three place winners are awarded medals and certificates. Top scorers at the regional contests are invited to the national contests. At the National Finals, winners of first three places are awarded scholarships of $1000, $500 and $250, respectively, which can be used towards college tuition. Trophies are awarded to the top 10 national ranks in Spelling, Vocabulary, and Math Bees. For Geography Bee, top five ranks are recognized with trophies, and top three ranks for other contests.
Since its inception, the NSF has been run by committed volunteers with a passion to serve the children of Indian American community. The dedicated effort has started to yield results with students benefitting immensely. NSF children have made their mark in various national competitions including Scripps Spelling Bee, National Geographic’s Geography Bee, Math Counts, and International Brain Bee, bagging top honors and prizes. In addition, many NSF contestants have secured admission to top colleges in the country, and some have gone on to win the prestigious Fulbright and Truman Scholarships.
To participate in the educational contests parents need to register their children on the NSF website www.northsouth.org. The site gives the details of contests in each city, and the deadlines for registering for the contests. Materials for preparing for the contests can be downloaded from the website after registration. 

NSF assesses a nominal registration fee for the contests which is used to offset some of the costs associated with conducting the contests. Two-thirds of the contest registration fee is earmarked for providing college scholarships to needy children in India, and is tax-deductible to parents. NSF has disbursed nearly 4700 scholarships in India, to date. The Foundation is seeking sponsorships from Indian community organizations and businesses to underwrite the cost of conducting the contests and workshops. 

Would you like to be involved in making a difference? At NSF, there are plenty of volunteering opportunities for parents and students attending High School or College.  Being a fully volunteer-run organization, NSF needs many new volunteers each year to successfully conduct the contests and other activities. You can contact the foundation by email (info@northsouth.org), or phone (334-826-5258) to become a part of your local NSF Team.

The North South Foundation is a non-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c) (3). All contributions made to NSF are tax-deductible. 
NSF Office: North South Foundation, 2 Marissa Ct, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 Phone: 630-323-1966 Fax: 630-455-9008   Email: info@northsouth.org 
